ABRAHAM    LINCOLN

this day are really identical with the two in the
days of Jefferson and Adams, they have per-
formed the same feat as the two drunken men/

Lincoln would not have been surprised,
though he might have been distressed, to find
that it was his own party, the Republicans, of
which it was more just to say what he himself
said of the Democrats in his day, that they hold
the liberty of one man to be absolutely nothing,
when in conflict with another man's right of
property. It was Franklin Roosevelt, the Demo- ,
crat, not Herbert Hoover, the Republican, who
could claim to be the heir of Abraham Lincoln
and of his belief that the Republican party should
show devotion for the personal rights of men,
holding the rights of property to be secondary
only; for the man and the dollar, but in case of
conflict, the man before the dollar. So once more,
after a long though perhaps not entirely 'harm-
less' contest, the two great parties had fought
themselves into each other's greatcoats.

Signs that Lincoln's policies died with him
were soon apparent. When the period of recon-
struction opened, with the close of the war, the
principles that guided it were not those of
Abraham Lincoln. Not that his successor,
Andrew Johnson, the Vice-President, advocated
a different policy. On the contrary, his plan for
reconstruction, put forth in a proclamation of
May 29, 1865, was said by Seward, Lincoln's
Secretary of State, to have grown during the
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